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the milk, giving it an offensive odour. In constipation and diseases of the liver
the milk also becomes tainted, while in diarrhoea and gastr o-enter itis, bacteria
or their toxins gain access to the milk. Digestive disturbances can be more
easily avoided if a watch is kept upon the dung excreted by the animals.
Symptoms of food poisoning following the consumption of milk have
frequently been reported, chiefly on the Continent, and intestinal disorders
in the cow, followed by the entrance of the Gaertner bacillus into the milk
from Gaertner infection of the animal, are probably the cause. This
organism may occasionally be found in the intestines of rats, and rat
infestation of premises may pollute food-stuffs, water supplies, and utensils,
thus causing infection in the animal and so indirectly affecting the milk. The
milk of animals suffering from digestive affections should not be used for
human consumption.
(11)  Sore Teats
In addition to the diseases already described, teat ulcerations, eruptions,
and cuts are frequently found and, although in themselves such affections
are harmless, they form a suitable breeding-ground for organisms pathogenic
to man. Special precautions are necessary in such cases to ensure that the
wounds are kept clean until healed.
(12)  Sterility
The presence of sterility in certain animals is often found and it has been
established that one quarter of the wastage of dairy cows is due to this trouble.
It is frequently a sequel to contagious abortion, although it may be due to
bad handling or the employment of infertile bulls. A form of venereal
disease in the bull is often the cause of this trouble which may be spread by
the use of such animals. Trichomonas disease is further considered on
page 100. Some breeding difficulties have been experienced during the last
year or two due to infection of the bull with 5. pyogenes. Bulls of unknown
history should never be bought or used for breeding purposes as this pos-
sibility cannot be ignored. Veterinary advice should always be sought in
order that the cause may be determined and treatment prescribed. The
recent discoveries of veterinary science enable approximately 80 per cent, of
affected cows to be cured.
(13)  Acetonaemia
This is a metabolic trouble which appears to have become much commoner
amongst dairy cows since the regular feeding of well-balanced rations has
proved more difficult following shortages in feeding stuffs. The disease
occurs after calving and a considerable reduction in the milk yield of affected
cows has resulted over periods varying from a few days to several weeks.
The loss of milk from this cause alone is no doubt considerable and to obviate
the difficulty the balance of the ration must be corrected. There are three
types of the disease. With the digestive type, there is a gradual or sudden
loss of appetite with a corresponding loss in condition and a marked drop in
milk yield. In the case of the nervous type, the animal becomes extremely
excited, while when the disease is of the milk fever type, the symptoms are
similar to those of that disease which may also be present.
The treatment of the disease varies according to the type of attack.
Powdered ammonium carbonate and nux vomica, together with bicarbonate
of soda are given as a drench in the case of the digestive type whilst a small